Objective: To investigate the influence of the increased use of intrapartum chemoprophylaxis on the incidence of vertically transmitted neonatal sepsis.
by discussions regarding group B streptococcal (GBS) neonatal sepsis. This is primarily a result of the historically higher incidence of GBS than GNNS. In July 1996, a communication was Amstey and Gibbs 6 that penicillin be used instead of ampicillin for GBS chemoprophylaxis. It should be emphasized that we found the mortality rate from GNNS (60%) to be 10-fold higher than that of GBS (6.7%), a circumstance not unlike that found elsewhere. 7, 8 In conclusion, the increased use of intrapartum ampicillin has, as predicted, decreased the rate of neonatal GBS sepsis in our institution. However, this has been accomplished at the cost of increasing GNNS, with attendant increased morbidity and
